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ANC News

NOTES FROMTHE FEB. 28 MEETING

Neighbors DiscussNew Harvard Garage’s
Impact on Traffic & Parking

In responseo neighborhood concernabout
Harvard University’sproposednew 700-car
undergroundgarage AN C invited representa
tivesfrom Cambridge’sTraffic, Parking and
TransportationDepartment,Harvard University,
and from VanasseHangenBrustlin, Inc. (VH B),
atransportationconsultingfirm, to speakat the
February28th AN C meeting. Among thosein
attendancewere SueClippinger, Director of
Traffic, Parking and Transportation,David Bladk
of VH B, and Mark bhnson,JohnNolan, Tom
Lucey, Mary Power, and Karen Sommerlad,all
of Harvard University.

“The point of this meeting,”explainedANC
meetingchair StephenDiamond. “Is for Agassiz
neighborsto askquestionsabout this project.
We want everyoneto know what's going on”

FHameds. "OT

SueClippinger, Director of Traffic, Parkingand
Transportationfor Cambridge,initiated the dis-
cussion. Sheexplainedthat while the new con-
struction is an opportunity to convertsurface
spacesnto more pedestrian-friendlyareasthe
new 700-cargaragereplacingthe existing400-
car garagewas of particularconcernto the traf-
fic department. Shealsonoted that a city-
organizedworking group, which includes
AgassizArea 9, the city, and Harvard, hasbeen
conferringabout developmentissuesn the
north campusarea.

Mrs. Clippinger stated,“We looked at a seriesof
options for getting in and out of the new under
ground garage and the bestideawasto make
Everett two-way betweenthe garageexit and
Mass.Ave. This will allow asmany trips as
possibleto exit the garagedirectly to Mass.Ave.
without diverting peoplethrough the neighbor-
hood”

Shedetailedthe goalsthe traffic department

wantsto accomplishin this project:

e Maximize trips to and from Mass.Ave.

e Reducecurb cutsalong Mass.Ave.to
enhancepedestrianenvironment

« Reducesurfaceparking, replacingit with
pathwaysand greenspace

e Improve operation of the intersectionof
Everett St.and Mass.Ave.
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« Make sureon-streetparking spacedisplacel
by converting part of Everettinto atwo-
way streetarereplaced

David Black of VHB went on to detail the plan-

ning vision his firm createdfor the project. He

explainedthat they intend to consolidateas

much surfaceparking aspossiblefrom Harvard’s

North Campusinto the garage. Overall,the

project represent%increasein parking for the

university Mr. Bladk remindedthe council that

the proposedL aw Sdcool site plan includes:

* A new Law Schoolbuilding on corner of
Mass.Ave. and Everett Street

» JarvisStreetwill be convertedinto a
pedestrian-onlythoroughfare

» All car/servicetraffic will utilize the new
garage

e All loading/servicewill take placeinsidethe
new coveredloading dock

Currently, Everett hasparking on both sidesof
the street,one car lane,and one bike lane. To
make part of the streettwo-way, the traffic
departmentwill reduceparking on one side of
the street,with alossof ten on-streetparking
spacesAccording to their study,oncethe street
hasbeenconverted,fewer carsleavingthe
garagewill turn right down Everetttoward
Oxford Street,most choosingto go directly to
Mass.Ave. Currently about 50% of carsexiting
the garageduring peakeveninghours on Everet
St.turn right; with the partial two-way Everett,
that percentages estimatedto be reducedto
20%.

Additionally, the traffic departmentbelieves
that updating the existingsignalequipmentwill
improve the level of servicethe intersection
receives. The traffic departmentintendsto
reducewait timesfor both pedestriansand cars
by proposingchangesin timing and phasingof
the light, and adding concurrent pedestrian
walk signals. They will alsoadd a fourth cross
walk to the intersection.

In regardto parking, Mrs. Clippinger explained
that spacedost on Everettwould be replacedin
a variety of locationsaroundthe neighborhood.

The city plansto convert someshort-term
meteredparking along Oxford Streetnorth of
Everettinto resident-onlyparking,and then cre-
ate a number of short-term spacedor institu-
tional usealong Mass.Ave, just south of the
new Law School building. Shementionedthat,
although part of Harvard'sjob is to identify
spacego add,the traffic departmentregulates
all parking spaces.

Following presentationsby Mrs. Clippinger and
Mr. Black, Agassizneighborshad the opportu-
nity to askquestionsand voice concerns. One
residentremarked,“We don’t know what the all
the large,full capacitybuildingson Harvard's
North Campuswill bring to our neighborhood
asfar astraffic”

ResidentWillie Bloomsteinstated,”l think we're
on the right path with parking; but traffic seems
still up in the air. How many more carswill turn
right leavingthe undergroundgarageand enter
our neighborhood? With the new garagehous
ing 700 cars,it seemst will doublethe numbers
we havenow. Additionally, | think the vast
majority of carswill be travelingnorth on Mass.
Ave,andthey’ll get backedup aspedestriangry
to crossat the corner of Everett St. While |
applaudthe effort you've madewith thesetraf-
fic studies,’'m not yet convincedthat the resuts
aretrue to life”

In responseMr. Black explained,‘It's not justa
questionof how it will work tomorrow; Mrs.
Clippinger is looking for a longer-term improve-
ment. In our studieswe've estimatedthat only
20% of carsfrom the garagewill travel down
Everetttowards Oxford. If you look at the math,
it's better to have 20% of 700 spacegoing
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down Everettthan 50% of 393 spaceswhich is
what you're dealingwith now.” He added, “Also,
there will be an advanceof time for pedestrians
on crosswalksgarswill be delayedby a couple
of seconds.

Other issuesbrought up by residentsinclude:

« Someresidentsfeelthat the city hascon-
vertedmuch neededresidentialparking
spacesnto meter spacesn the recentpast.

* Residentsmentionedthat there are still
unrestrictedspaceson the north side of
Everett St,aswell asa Harvard bus stop
and a loading zone —all of which canbe
convertedinto residentialspaces.

* Therewasconcernthat, if areastudentsare
eligible for residentparking stickers,neigh-
bors may haveto competewith them for
spaces.

«  Will the city keepor changethe right on
red onto Mass.Ave.from Everett? Also,
will carsbe ableto turn right on red from
Everettto Mass.Ave? If both are possible,
might this prove detrimentalto pedestrians?

«  Will there be a left turn signalonto Wendell
Street?

* How many carsdrive down Everettto
accesghe other garageon Oxford Street?
How will this further impact the neighbor-
hood?

« Are 18-wheeltrucks expectedto accesghe
new undergroundloading dock?

* What canbe done about constructionvehi-
clesin the neighborhood,and construction
workerswho feedthe metersalong Oxford
Street?

-3-

*  Where will the displacedcarsbe housed
during construction?

Mrs. Clippinger and representativegrom
Harvard respondedto severalquestionsfrom
the neighborhood, although they alsointend to
provide additional answersat a later date. In
particular,JohnNolan of Harvard told the
council, “Harvard will accommodatecarsthat
are displacedby the construction. There will

be a redistribution of parking spacesat new
garageghat haveopenedelsewhereon campus.
Also, Harvard will seekapprovalto add tandem
spacego the 52 Oxford St.garage. We do not
anticipatethat the shifting of parking will create
more trips in the neighborhood?

Also, Mark Johnsonfrom Harvard told the
council that the universityis working with the
CambridgeDepartmentof Public Works to seta
dateto begin demolition and relocation of 1581-
3 Mass.Ave, BakerHouse,and the adjoining
carriagehouseon Mass.Ave, targetingJune
23rd 2007.

Neighborhood RAD CourseA Success

The four-week Rape AggressionDefense
(RAD) Course,organizedby JenniferL acroix of
the AgassizNeighborhood Crimewatch
Network was successfuand well attended.
This course,offeredby the CambridgePolice
Department(CPD), is a program of realistic
self-defenseacticsand techniquesofferedfree
of chargefor groupsof ten or more women.

Ms. Lacroix extendedher thanksto both CPD
for providing instructors,and to Harvard
University for providing a spaceto hold the
classes.Additionally, the council voted to send
a letter of supportfor the RAD programto the
police department,city managerRobert Healy's
office,and to CambridgeCity Council members.

Two Agassizresidentswho attendedfelt that
the coursewas"incrediblyvaluable” and thanked
Ms. Lacroix for coordinatingit for the neigh
borhood.
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ANC Community

City Wide

TIME BANKING WITH ANC

Signup now for a Free Time

Bank Workshop! A Time :
Bankis formed when a group Time

of individualsagreeto treat Banking
time ascurrencyasaway to

build and sustain community.

For everyhour spenthelping someone a per-
sonearnsan hour's help in return. Time Banks
reflecttheir members— who they are,the
dreamsthey have,and the choicesand deck
sionsthey make.

Cambridge residents welcome!
Youth are encouraged to attend.

To signup for aworkshop, contact ANC
AssistantDirector Lynn Landon at (617) 349-

6287 x12 or email her at llandon@agassiz.org.

Seedetailsbelow.

WednesdayMarch 7 9:30— Noon
CambridgeCollege,1000Mass.Ave.

SaturdayMarch 10 9:30— Noon
AgassizZCommunity Room, North Hall 1651
Mass.Ave.

Thursday,March 22 7:00 -9:30 PM
CambridgeCitywide SeniorCenter
806 Mass.Ave, 2nd Floor

Saturday March 24 9:30— Noon
AgassizZCommunity Room, North Hall 1651
Mass.Ave.

TuesdayApril 3 9:30— Noon
CambridgeCollege,1000Mass.Ave.

WednesdayApril 4 7:00-9:30 PM
CambridgeCitywide SeniorCenter
806 Mass.Ave, 2nd Floor

Pleasebe mindful of your pets’specialneedsthis
winter season.CambridgeAnimal Commission
preparedthe messagesbelow.

A Good Neighbor Scoopsthe Poop
Benefitsof scooping:
« Enjoy ahealthierenvi g = &3
ronment —reduced 2 y'
spreadof parasitesand |
diseasdo both dogs
and people.

« Enjoy a cleanerenviron-_
ment —dog wasteis 2
unsightlyand unpleas FeebigitalPhotas)
ant.

« Savemoney —lessvisitsto the veterinarianfor
parasitemedicationand exams. L esstax dol-
lars being spenton cleanupsof parksruined
by dog waste.

« Encouragegood neighbor relations—dogswill
be more welcome.

« Allows everyoneto enjoy the openspace
—limited open spaceis availableto peopleand
petsthat live in the city.

Consequencesf Not Scooping:

» Fines—up to $50.00for repeatoffenders.

» More restrictionson dogs—could leadto dogs
being prohibited from using parksand other
areas.

Sonexttime you take your dog out for a walk,
bring a plasticbagor scooperto pick up after
him/her. You will be promoting better relation
shipswith your neighbors,improving the quality
of your environment,saving money, and you

BONNY LAMB
VICE PRESIDENT
617.864.8566 x 225
800.255.7545 x 225
617.803.5080 Cell
617.876.7576 Fax
bonny@ greatlistings.com
www.greatlistings.com

171 Huron Avenue
Cambridge, MA 02138

& B

EEMDUN TLAL SRORTRAL

I strive to exceed your expectations.
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will be adheringto the law.

Be Considerate- L eashand Scoop
Call CambridgeAnimal Control at (617) 349-
4379 with any questionsor violation reports.

Cold Weather Tips for Pet Owners

The CambridgeAnimal Commissionwould like
to urgeresidentsto considerusingpet friendly
ice melt or justsand,cat litter or any other sub-
stancethat will makethe walkway safe for
everyoneand alsosafefor the dogsin the City
of Cambridge.If you do needto usethe “salt”
ice melt, pleaseremovethe saltoncethe ice has
melted.

Pet ownersshould wipe off their dog'spaws
oncethe dogis backin the house.Checktheir
sensitivepaw pads,which may bleedfrom the
salt or encrustedice in them. Also, salt, anti-
freezeor other chemicalscan hurt your dog if
s/he ingeststhem while licking their paws.

Someother cold weathertips for pet owners

include:

« Keepyour catinside. Outdoor catscan freeze,
becomelost or stolen,or be injured or killed
by a car.

« Neverleaveyour pet alonein acarin the cold
weather A car holdsin the cold, and your pet
canfreezeto death.

» During the cold months, outdoor catsmay
chooseto sleepunderthe hood of a car where
it tendsto be warmer. Bangloudly on your

hood beforestartingyour engineto allow the
catto escape.

* Neverlet your dog off leashon snow or ice,

especiallyduring a snowstorm.Dogs frequent
ly losetheir scentin snow and ice and easily
becomelost. More dogsare lost during the
winter than any other season.

» Make sureyour com-
panion animal hasa
warm placeto sleepfar
away from draftsand off
the floor, such asa dog
or cat bed with awarm
blanketor pillow in it.

« If you haven'talreadylicensedyour dog, put
an identification tag on your cat, or put a
microchip on your pet, pleasedo so.Winter is
amiserabletime to be lost.

Agassiz School
$ix Programs

STARS EMERGE AT VACATION WEEK

MARDI GRAS
Preparedby Afterschool
Director Alex L ewis

Tuesday Wednesday
and Thursdaywere
spentin preparationfor
Friday’sbig event.
Children createdned-
laces floats,crowns,
capesand instruments. Thiswasin conjunction
with Nomi’s theme of Korea,in which bubble
teatastetesting,exotic fruit tastingand duk bok
ki (healthy and delicious)wasmade.

Mardi GasFloat

On Friday, everyonegot glammedup; the
sparklesand facepaintscameout! Yoni, 4/5th
gradesite director, brought his rock band “Yoni
andthe Goods”to play. At the end of the show
Yoni openedup the stageto volunteers. One
child bravelyvolunteeredto singa songfrom
the Broadwayshow “Wicked,” and a number of
children took the stageto play Yoni's guitar;
budding rock starsin the making!

Costumesand facepaintswere shown off in a
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processionbefore children and afterschoolstaff
tuckedinto sometortillas for snack. Then,
with the majority of the celebrationover,
everyonesettleddown to watch a movie for
the restof the afternoon.

I'd like to thank all the teachersfor their cre-
ative choiceslastweek, especiallyYoni and his
bandfor volunteeringtheir time and energyto
making Mardi Grasan eventto remember

KINDERGARTEN PROGRAM TRAVELS
THE WORLD
Preparedby Lydia Kim

The “Travel Around the World” theme has
beena big, big hit here at the Kindergarten
Afterschool. All the children who wantedto
participatein this trip had an opportunity to
learnthe importance of passportsand each
constructedhis or her own passportfor the
trips.

We startedthe journey by visiting Europe.
The children enjoyedlearningabout France,
Germany,Spain,ltaly, and Switzerland. In
France,we ate croissantand in Italy we had
deliciousltalian cookies!

Next we went to Asia.When we visited Korea,
the children had a tasteof Korean noodles The
children were excet !ku 7 C

lent at usingchop- —4.. .

sticks! We alsovisited
Nepaland China.

After we left China,
we went to Africa. 3
We visited Kenya, = =
MadagascarEgypt, Ugandaand Ghana. On
our trip to Egypt, we made pyramid sceneswith
colored sand. Afterschool teacherJakye also
madedrums out of plasticcupswith the chil-
drenon our trip to Uganda.

In February,we visited Australiaand Antarctica.
We endedthe trip in North America, making a
couple of stopsalong the way before heading
backto MassachusettsMe visited sunny
California, WashingtonD.C. the Big Apple, New
York City, Florida, and North Dakota.

The teadhershavereceivedpositive feedba&
from the children who went on this journey, as
well asfrom the kindergartenfamilies.

2007 OUTBACK SUMMER PROGRAM
REGISTRATION BEGINS IN MARCH

Registernow for our popular phi
summerprogram offeredexclu- o
sivelyto kids enteringgradesl
through 6. We offer a flexible
summerschedule --children
may attend for just one week, -
all eight weeks,or any combi-

nation of weeksthroughout the \"-‘é ‘
summetr Choosefrom two differentdaily
schedules;regularday,” which runsfrom 8:30
AM to 2:30PM, or “extendedday” from 8:30
AM to 5:30PM.

Registration

Applicants are acceptedon a “first come, first
served”basis. The program openson Monday,
July2nd (closedon July4th) and runsfor eight
weeksthrough Friday, August 24, 2007.
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The registrationfeeis $50 for 1stchild and $25
for eachadditional child attending Outback.
The cost per weekis asfollows:

*  $200 for regularday, 8:30AM - 2:30PM

e $250 for extendedday, 8:30AM - 5:30PM

Familieswith more than one child attendingwill
receivea 10%sibling discount.

Contact Michelle Quinlan, AN C Director of
Children’sProgramsfor additional information.
Shecanbereaded at (617)-349-6287 X 11 or
mquinlan@agassiz.org.

Note: You may alsodownload an Outbadk
2007 RegistrationForm at www.agassiz.org.

BE A CIT INTHE SUMMER!

Apply now for our Counselor-inTraining pro-
gram for youth enteringgrades7 to 9. This
eight-weeksummerprogram offersfour two-
week CIT sessionseachrunning .Monday
through Friday from 8:30AM to 2:30PM.
Participantsare expectedto completeall ten
daysof eachsession.

Every CIT will be pairedwith an Outback
SummerProgramstaffmemberastheir mentor.
ClTsreceivea party and stipendat the end of a
successfuéxperience.

How to Apply
Contactthe AN C for an applicationform at

(617) 349-6287 or download it from the web at
www.agassiz.org/OutbakSummerProgram.asp.
New CIT applicantswill be interviewedby the
ProgramDirector prior to acceptancen the
program. As there arelimited CIT positions
availableeachsessionywe may not be ableto
placeeveryapplicant.

Sacramento
Street Gallery

L astchanceto seelong-time Cambridgecom-
munity member Robert Gardner’swildly suc
cessfulshow! Visit the SacramentoSt. Gallery
to view:

Around the World: A Collection of
Aquagraphs*

by Robert Gardner

Dates: January28 — March 16, 2007
Times: 9:00to 5:00PM, Monday - Friday

58 original piecespriced from $150 to $175.
All proceedswill benefitthe Maud Morgan
VisualArts Center.

* An aquagraphis an
enhancedgiclee(pro-
nouncedzheeclay). A
watercoloris painted,
scannedinto a comput-
er, modified, spray-
printed on watercolor
paper,and them com-



Community Calendar

March 2007

Wednesday, March 14 6:00- 7:30PM ANC Board Meeting, 20 SacramentadSt, 2nd Floor
Publicwelcome

Friday, March 16 EvacuationDay
Baldwin Sdool closed,Afterschool & Prestiool closedfor

staff ProfessionaDay

Friday, March 16 Final day of Robert Gardner show at SacramentoSt. Gallery
- “Around the World: A Collection of Aquagraphs”

Wednesday, March 21 7:00- 8:30PM ANC Monthly Meeting (seepagel for agenda)

Baldwin School Cafeteria,28 SacramentadSt.
All arewelcome

Wednesday, March 21 First Day of Spring!

The Whistler is publishedmonthly Septemler - Juneby the AgassizZNeighborhood Council, distribution 2,000.
Call (617) 349-6287 to receiveby mail or email. The newsletteris alsopostedead month online at

www.agassiz.orgltems of interestto the neighborhood may be submittedfor considerationno later than
the 15th of the month prior to publication date.
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