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AN C News

NOTES FROM THE SEPT. 17 MEETING

Jointhe Neighborhood Crimewatch Network
AgassizresidentJenniferL acroix, founder of the
AgassizNeighborhood Crimewatch Network,
told the Council, “I'm awareof recentcrime
activity in the neighborhood, and | think the
big thing hereis prevention” Sheofferedthe
following safetytips:
e Limit cellularphone usagewhen
walking on the streetat night
« Stayawareof your surroundings
« Don't leaveitemsyvisiblein parked
cars,particularly GPS units, which
are popular targetsfor theft

Severakesidentsat the meetingmentionedre-
cent break-insand smashedcar windows that
they had heard of or seenaround the neighbor-
hood, including a break-inon Eustisand
smashedcar windows on Oxford and Wendell
Streets.
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Neighbors areinvited to join the AgassizNeigh-
borhood Crimewatch Network email list by
contactingMs. Lacroix at
cambridge_neighbrhood@yahoo.com.

Lesley Dorm Construction and Traffic
Mitigation

On Septemter 10, L esleyUniversity held a
groundbreakingfor its new dorm on the corner
of Mass.Ave.and Wendell Street. In attendance
were Mayor E. DeniseSimmons,City Manager
Robert Healy, Agassizresidentsmembersof the
CambridgeCity Council, L esleyUniversity
PresidentJoeMoore, L esleyadministrationand
employeesthe Bruner/Cott architectural team,
and membersof the city-appointed L esley/
Neighborhoods Working Group.

The dorm is now under constructionwith the
expectationit will be completedby September
2009. According to Mr. Doncaster,construction
mitigation appearsto be going well. He stated,
William A. Berry & Sonshashbeenvery respon
sive. They are on site quickly if there are prob-
lems”

In terms of traffic, other than backed-uptraffic
during Harvard move-in day, Mr. Doncasterhas
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only receivedsingularreports of issuedike
trucks driving down the wrong side of Oxford
Street. He alsonoted that while deliveriesto
the site will continue,the heaviestperiod of
truck traffic is over.

Every week at the site,L esleyUniversity Con-
struction Mitigation postsinformation describ
ing a two-week outlook of constructionactivi-
ties. The information canbe found on a bulletin
board attachedto a fenceat the corner of Mass.
Ave.and Wendell Street. Information canalso
be found online at www.lesleyedu/construc
tionupdates.

Pleaseenjoy thesephotos of the groundbreaking
eventtakenby StephenDiamond and L esley’s
photographer,respectively

AIB Relocation and Re-Zoning Proposal,
Campus Planning

Mr. Doncasterreportedthat L esleyUniversity
hasbeenworking with University staff,the city-
appointedL esley/Neighborhoods Working
Group, L esley’sadministration,and other part-
nersto bring Al B to Cambridgein away that
will satisfylLesley’sprogrammaticheedsand
alsobenefitthe greaterresidentialcommunity.
Bruner/Cott, an architecturalfirm “known for
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its tasteful respectfulrenovation of historic
buildings,”is working on the design.

Following numerousdiscussionsvith the Work-
ing Group and other neighborhood groups
about North ProspectChurch and other L esley
propertiesin Porter Square L esley’sstatedgoals
areto bring Al B to Porter Squarejdeally on
Mass.Ave.where the front of the building will
have public usesjncluding an art galleryand an
artslibrary opento the public, and to offer the
neighborhoods somepredictability for other
propertiesin Porter Square.

Mr. Doncasterstated, T here’sbeena goal from
the community, one that L esleysharespf Port-
er Squarewith night life, foot traffic, funky things
happening. Al B, with its galleriesjectures,and
eventsis consistentwith that goaland should be
good for economicvitality of the squareasa
whole’”

In attendancewith Mr. Doncasterwere George
Smith, L esley’'sDirector of Operations,Dennis
Carlone,architectand urban designerand attor-
ney JimRafferty Mr. Carlonegavean overview
of L esley’sstudy of Porter Squarethat looked at
Al B constructionand offeredsomepredictions
about what might happenon Lesley’sundevet
oped sites. Using variousmapsand diagrams,
he recounteda brief history of zoning in Porter
Squareand how it haschangedover the years.
Currently, the zoning in the squareincludesa
Mass.Ave. Overlay of a Busines<C District, as
well asa ResidentialB District.

Mr. Carlonewent on to explainthat, in order to
build Al B at the North ProspectChurch site,
the University will needto apply for rezoning
becausehe current zoning would not allow a
building the sizeL esleydesires. The University
is proposingcreationof a L esleyUniversity
Overlay District that would include Al B, Uni-
versity Hall (formerly Porter Exchange),the two
Mass.Ave. parking lots adjacentto University
Hall, and 815 SomervilleAve.

The proposedL esleyUniversity Overlay District
could only be appliedto university usesand
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thereforewould only affectthe University. To
accommodatefirst floor retail, L esleywould be
permitted additional flexibility in terms of Floor-
Area-Ratio (FAR). Creatingan Overlay District
would allow L esleyto exchangean amount of
squarefootagebetweensites. Program-wise for
everythingto fit, Mr. Doncasteraddedthat
someuniversity functionsfor Al B would need
to be “shoehorned”into University Hall.

Additionally, in the future, L esleywill consider
making the back of University Hall more pedes
trian friendly asit’s frequentlyusedby neigh
bors, aswell asstudents,asa “cut through” to
the MBTA.

While Mr. Carlonenoted that the lots across
the streetfrom University Hall currently are
zonedto allow for residencehalls,he told the
Council that the University wasawarethat rest
dentsstrongly preferredother usesaswell as
the inclusion of first floor retail. The overlay
district would allow L esleyto transferFAR to
the church site,and restrict Lesleyfrom building
residencehalls on the lots in the future.

In conclusion,the Overlay District would not
resultin Lesleybuilding Al B “by right,” but
insteadrequirethem to apply for a specialper-
mit, aswell astake part in a public processand
designreview.

Following Mr. Carlone’spresentationthe
Council, discussingheir reactions,relayedthe
following critiques:
» Residentsaskedif Lesleyhad consid
eredbuilding Al B in the parking lot
behind University Hall

Call me with your real estate questions.

« Someresidentsfelt the zoning change
and Overlay District were not ade
quateresponsego the issueof lossof
open spacein Porter Square

» Residentsrequestedhat L esleybetter
illustrate the trade offs and costbene
fit ratio usingmapsand graphs

« An increasein FAR would requirean
increasein the number of parking
spaces.What are Lesley’splansin
terms of parking?

« Someresidentsfelt that the neighbor-
hoods might supportadditional FAR
for a building that better reflectstheir
preferencefor lessmassingand more
open spacein the square

« A residentreada statementdeclaring
that shebelievedthe zoning petition
would resultin reducednatural open
space;shealsohopedthe University
would considerallowing the church to
remaina public performancevenue

The Council and L esleyrepresentativeslsodis-

cussedhe following questions:

Q: How would arezoningaffect Gourmet
ExpressMarket and Deli at 1868 Mass
Avenue?

A: Rafferty explainedthat the property would
not beincludedin the rezoningasL esley
doesnot own it. Additionally, the Zone
Overlaywould be limited to university uses.

Q: While Lesleydoesnot currently haveplans
for the empty parking lots acrossfrom Uni-
versity Hall, what canresidentsexpectthey
might be usedfor?

A: The two siteswould work bestasacademic
officesthat supportthe institution.

Q: What is Lesley'simeline in terms of decid
ing on the height and massingof the pro-
posedbuilding?

A: Mr. Doncasterexplainedthat L esleyhas
askedthe architectsto hold off on the design
for the time being. He addedthat the Uni-
versity hasheardresident’srequestgo not
include a sunkencourtyard in the design.
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vey that appearedn the April 2008 Whistler,
with a follow-up in the May edition. Shere-

Mr. Doncasterinformed the Council that L esley
was planning for another community-wide

meetingto discussheir planswith all interested
neighbors.

Proposed Improvementsto MBTA Park in
Porter Square

As part of an eight-yeardiscussion Agassizresk
dent Carol Weinhausand Adriane Bishko, of
Neighborhood9, continueto work on improv-
ing the safetyand useof the park adjacentto
the Porter Squaresubwaystop. In addition, to
Ms. Weinhaus'and Ms. Bishko’sefforts,Agassiz
residentAstrid Dodds hasworked tirelesslyto
increasethe number of trash cansand trash
pickup at the park. Owned by the MBTA, the
park abuts

Commonwealth

Lock.

The goalisto

improve the

park to makeit

afriendly, inviting streetscapend a respitefrom
activecity life. Ms. Weinhausreportedthat, asa
neighborhood,Agassizhasthe leastopen public
spaceper residentin Cambridge.

The neighborhood will beginto explorewith
the CambridgeCommunity Development
Departmenthow the Porter SquareT park
might be turned overto the City of Cambridge.
Doing sowould permit Cambridgepolice to
havebetter accesgo the property (currently
CPD must contactthe M BTA Police),and
CambridgePublic Works would be responsible
for trashremoval.

Neighborhoodresidentswho areinterestedin
exploring the next stepsto improve this park
should contact PhoebeSinclairat
psinclair@agassiz.orgr (617) 349-6287 x10.

Electrical Outage Survey Report
PhoebeSinclairgavea brief report on electrical
outagesin the neighborhood. Pleaseaeadbelow
for a summaryof her remarks:

AgassizresidentAstrid Dodds submitteda sur

ceivedfew responsesand what shereceived
seemedo indicate that electricaloutageswere
not a pressingproblem.

As ABC continuedto hearfrom residentsabout
the issue however,we decidedto try anonline

surveyusing ConstantContact. We createda
surveyon July 29, sentit to a list of over 300
people,and, over a few weeks,received68
responses.

We found:

» Most of the peoplesurveyed(82%)
had receivedwarning phone messages
from NSTAR prior to a scheduled
power interruption.

* Most of the peoplesurveyed(80%)
experiencednterruptions that they
were not warned about.

* 40% of respondentgeceivedN STAR
warning messagesften. (12%never)

» 46% of respondentsexperienced
power outagessomewhatoften. (14%
rarely)

» 41%o0f respondentgeported expert
encing power outagesthat lasted30
minutesor less. (33%were unsureof
how long the outageslasted,11%
thought severalhours, 7%thought
severalmoments,5%thought 1 hour)

We askedwhat streetrespondentdived on and
invited them to make additional commentsto
help us better understandthe outagesimpact

Consulting and Design

¥ Garden Coach sw
— Seija Halva, PhD

1-781-389-1161
www.gardenconsult.com
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on their lives. We got a wide rangeof responses
including:
« Many peopleciting havingto reset
clocksand fire alarms
» Power seemsmore often to go off at
night
« QOutagesseemingmore frequent
» Residentsswitching to battery pow-
eredclocksdueto the large number of
outages
« Damageto computer equipmentand
health-relatedequipment
 Variouslengthsof outages
« NSTAR usinga variety of methodsto
contactresidents—-email,voicemail

What's Next?

The CambridgePole and Conduit Commission
will be holding a public hearingon the issue.
The city alsowantsto discusswith NSTAR
improving their methodsfor contactingthe pub-
lic about outages. As the initial date for this
meetingfell on a holiday, the city will resched
uleit. | will relaythe information when it is
available.

Brief Report from ABC Board Retreat
StephenDiamond reportedthat the ABC Board
attendeda retreatheld on Wednesday,
Septemberl0. In addition to other items,the
Board discussedtoncernsabout how the
Council relatesto the Board. Mr. Diamond stat
ed, “The Boardfeelsthe community doesn’t
understandthe Board'spurposeand responsibi
ities, but | feelBoard is equallyunclearabout

Fred Meyer, Realtor
83 Hammond Street,(617) 876-1200

Owner, University Real Estate,
overlooking Harvard Square.
2000 PresidentMA Realtors.
Licensedreal estateappraiser

SeeALL your choices,
from all real estatecompanies:

har vardyard.com
agassizcambridg e.com
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the Council’'spurpose. This issueis very sert

ous.

Wendy Prellwitz, who alsoserveson the Board,
added, T he consultantsreminded us of the fi-
duciary responsibilitiesof the Board, which is
that we arelegally responsiblefor the programs,
but alsoresponsibleand connectedto the entire
community. We needto sharemore informa-
tion, more directly, betweenBoard and Council.
To that end,we’re looking for volunteersfrom
the Council to work on variousactivities:

Theseactivitiesinclude STI CK, ABC’s agingin
placeinitiative, and advocacyfor the Maud
Morgan Visual Arts Center. To learnmore, con-
tact Phoele Sinclairat psinclair@agassiz.orgr
(617) 349-6287 x10.

Special Guests
StateRep. Alice Wolf wasin attendanceat the
Council meeting.

AB C Community

WEBSITE REDESIGN

A team of AgassizBaldwin staffand volunteers
havebegunwork on updating ABC’s website
with the goal of producing a more informative
and interactiveresourcefor the neighborhood
and Children’s Programsfamilies. Our goalisto
havethe new site go live in the New Year. Stay
tuned for updates. Additionally, feelfreeto con-
tact Phoele Sinclairat psinclair@agassiz.org
with any suggestion®r comments.

CALL TO CHEFS

Calling all chefs,home cooks,and “foodies”,
AgassizBaldwin Community seekswelve vol-
unteersto cook turkeysfor our 37th Annual
Thanksgiving Potluck! We will deliverafree
turkey and roastingpan to volunteer'shomeson
the week of the potluck. Pleasalrop off the
cookedturkey beforedinner beginson the
eveningof TuesdayNovember 25th. We also
needvolunteersto help carveturkeysjust before
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and during the event.

Interested?Contact Phoele Sinclairat (617)
349-6287 x10 or psinclair@agassiz.org.

Can’t Cook aTurkey? Bring a Side Dish!

A long-standingtradition, the Annual Thanks-
giving Potluck dinner welcomeseveryonefrom
the Agassizneighborhood,AgassizBaldwin
Children’s Programs,and Baldwin Elementary
Sdool communitiesto come
togetherfor an eveningof cek
ebration,good company,and
deliciousfood.

Neighborsand friendsare _
encouragedo bring aside !

dish big enoughfor their fam-

ily and a few more to share.We look forward to
seeingeveryoneand enjoying food inspired by
one another’sfamily traditions.

Savethe Date

Date: Tuesday November 25th
Time: 5:30- 8:00PM
L ocation: Baldwin School Dining Hall,
Baldwin School
28 SacramentoSt.
Note: Pleasaememkber that while we

will host somekid’s activities,
parentsare ultimately responsi
ble for their children

NEIGHBORHOOD BOUTIQUES
RELOCATE TO HARVARD SQUARE

Two neighborhoodboutiques,L ooks and
Topaz,previouslyof 1702 and 1607 Mass.Ave,
respectively haverelocatedto Harvard Square.
While we will misshavingthem in the neigh-
borhood, next time you'rein the Square,
rememkter to drop by and ched out their new
digs:

Topaz (jewelry, “artisan baubles,’accessories,
and clothing)

11 Dunster Street,Cambridge,MA 02138
Contact: (617) 492-3700
info@topazcambridge.com

www .topazcambridge.com

L ooks (women’sclothing)
11-13Holyoke Street
Cambridge,MA 02138
Phone:617-491-4251
Websiteto come!

Agassiz Afterschool
Programs

ARTS AT AFTERSCHOOL
Preparedby Alice Vogler, 1-5 Site Director

Every Monday the 1st— 5th gradershavethe
opportunity to participatein African Drumming
and Dancewith JohCamara. Eachweek bh
brings drums for the studentsto useand often
somestudentswill be drumming while others
are dancing. Johand his studentshope to
showcasewhat they havebeenlearningin a
performancein

Decemter.

On Tuesdaysstu-

dentscansignup

for dramaclub with

SarviMoshfegh

(one of our 1-3

gradeteachers,

drama,AN D musicspecialist!). T his week
inspiredby “The Women Who Outshonethe
Sun,”performedby Behind the Mask Theater,
Savridid improv theatergamesinspiredby dif-
ferentfolktalesfrom Mexico.

Wednesdaydoth the Kindergartnersand the
1st-5th gradershavethe opportunity to take
DanceClassesvith SunnyHitt (alsoone of our
1-3 gradeteachersAN D dancespecialists.)
Sunnyhasalsobeenworking on somegreatart
projectslike Knitting Club and all sort of crafts
from aroundthe world, aswell asdoing a Yoga
classwith the 1st-3rd grades.

Also on WednesdaysRachelleL aineruns “Iron
Chef” with the 4th and 5th gradersa choice
that is alwaysfulll Lastweek Rachelleand
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CatherineAiello (4th & 5th gradeteacher)col-
laborated and made homemadesals and tortilla
chips.

Thursdaysare musicaldaysat Agassiz
Afterschool! Sarviis busyall afternoonteaching
studentspiano. They will alsobe showing off
their talentsat our performancein December

AgassizAfterschool hasan amazingteamteac-
ing and sharingall their talentswith our stu
dents! Staytuned for more greathappenings.

INTR ODUCING ARTS - BAMIDELE
DANCERS & DRUMMERS

Travelacrossthe globe
with the BamideleDancers
& Drummersand expert
encedancesyhythms, folk-
lore, and songsfrom West
Africa, Brazil,and the

Caribbean.

When: October 22nd,2:00PM

Where: Baldwin School Stage 28
SacramentdStreet

Tickets: Afterschool groupsfree,$2 per

person,$5 per family. Scool
groupspleasecall ahead.

For more information, call (617) 349-6287. We
hope to seeyou there!

Peter G Meyersohn, CFP

SeniorFinancialAdvisor

< « PersonaFinancialPlanning

» Mutual Funds

« Life andDisability Insurance*
* Long Term Carelnsurance*

400W. CummingsPark#3650
Woburn,MA 01801-6591
(781)933-2067ex.108

* Insuranceproductsareofferedthroughinsurance

ReQIStere(Dmce companiesvith which Waddell& Reedhasa sales

48 Sacramentdtreet arrangement.
CambridgeMA 02138 . .

(617)661-3080 Investing, With a Plan ®
Peter33087@wradvisors.com MemberSPIC

Sacramento
Street Gallery

8TH ANNU AL SMALL WORKS SHOW

The SacramentdStreetGallery presents:
Small Works Show 2008 -50 Cambridge
Artists supportthe Maud Morgan Visual Arts
Center Building Fund. 50% of all profits benefit
the Fund.

Pleasgoin usfor the openingreceptionon
Friday, October 24 from 5:00- 8:00PM. Light
refreshmentswill be served.

The show runsfrom October 24 to December
5th.

Gallery Hours: M - F,9:30AM - 5:30PM
SaturdaysNoon - 5:00PM
Specialappointmentsavailable,
call (617) 349-6287 for details.

“The Veil Series -
Descending Sky”
Jeannie Motherwell

$2]

“Animal in the Forrest
Peter Haines

“Small Frog”
Jane Ehrlich




Community Calendar
October 2008

Monday, October 13 ColumbusDay Holiday
ABC School Programsand Office closed

Wednesday, October 15 6:00 - 7:30 PM ABC Board Meeting, 20 SacramentoSt, 2nd Floor
Publicwelcome

Wednesday, October 15 7:30 - 9:00 PM ANC Monthly Meeting (seepagel for agenda)
Baldwin School Cafeteria,28 SacramentadSt.
All arewelcome

Wednesday, October 22 2:00 - 3:00 PM Introducing Arts Performancepresents
BamideleDancers& Drummers at AgassizAfterschool
Baldwin School Stage 28 SacramentaSt.

Friday, October 24 5:00 - 8:00 PM 8th Annual SmallWorks Show
Receptionat SacramentadSt. Gallery
20 SacramentoStreet,1st Floor

The Whistler is publishedmonthly Septemter - Juneby the AgassizBaldwin Community, distribution 2,000. Call (617)
349-6287 to receiveby mail or email. The newsletteris alsopostedeachmonth online at www.agassiz.orgltems of

interestto the neighborhood may be submittedfor considerationno later than the 15th of the month prior to publica
tion date.
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