
NO TES FROM THE SEPT. 20 MEETING

New Mass.Ave. Retail Maps
ANC Meeting Chair Stephen Diamond opened
Wednesday’s meeting by holding up a slim white
map for all to see, stating, “The Shop & Eat on
Mass. Ave. 2006/07 maps are here.”  The maps
are compiled by the Porter Square Neighbors
Association and printed with the help of Lesley
and Harvard, as well as organizations and busi-
nesses.  They can be found at many shops and
locations in Cambridge, including the ANC
Community Center located at 20 Sacramento
Street.  Feel free to drop by and pick one up.

Agassiz Crimewatch Network 
Resident Jen Lacroix told the council that she
was mugged one evening as she walked along
Beacon St., not far from her home in the Ag a s s i z
neighborhood.  Instead of giving into fear, she
was moved to action.  She explained, “I wanted
to prevent future crime by networking, so I
started the Agassiz Crimewatch Network.  The
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group doesn’t just talk about what’s going wrong,
it also suggests solutions and steps to take.”

So far, the Crimewatch Network has hosted two
meetings.  The first, on April 6, 2006, was held
at ANC’s North Hall community room.  Many
Cambridge Police attended to introduce them-
selves and share tips with the group.  The sec-
ond meeting was a potluck held on August 9th
in back of 20 Sacramento.  While swapping sa f e-
t y tips and savory dishes, the group discussed
offering workshops and courses to help re s i d e n ts
get involved and stay informed.  In particular,
they’re planning to offer a RAD (Rape
Aggression Defense) program, which would
require a minimum of ten participants and
include ten hours of training.

Ms. Lacroix concluded her introduction by
announcing, “I’m here tonight not just to intro-
duce you to the Network, but also to say that
Stephen and I have discussed the role of the
Network in the community.  We agree that it
will benefit both if the Network joined the ANC
meetings on a regular basis. As a first step, we’ll
give a report at every ANC meeting.”

For more info on the Agassiz Crimewatch
Network, to join the Crimewatch email group,
or to register for the RAD course, please contact
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Ms. Lacroix at
cambridgeneighborhood@yahoo.com.  She
checks the account regularly on Mondays,
Thursdays, and Fridays. 

Agassiz Preschool Update
Tracey Kaplan, Director of Agassiz Preschool,
gave a brief description of events following
Lesley University’s purchase of the North
Prospect Church building, where the preschool
has resided for over 30 years.  “Lesley bought
the church in March and the preschool’s lease
expires in 2007.  We’ve had a number of meet-
ings with Lesley University, and they’ve
employed MIT students to help us search for a
space to relocate.  We’ve seen a few, but nothing
has met our needs thus far.  We’ve also put
together a capital campaign to raise funds for a
move.  Other than those items, not much has
changed since we last met with the council.”

Following a question from the council, she
added, “In order to remain in operation, we
need to know where we’re going to be by
November 1st.”

Bill Doncaster, of Lesley University Community
Relations, added, “We’ve reviewed and evaluated
hundreds of properties over the past five to six
weeks, and we feel that a lot of work has been
done.  The Agassiz Preschool will be meeting
internally with Lesley again soon. As far our
plans for the church space, the university has
narrowed down the architects to three, but none
have been hired as of yet.   Also, as you know,
our lease is up in Boston for the AIB (Art
Institute of Boston.)” 

Lesley has no information to share as far as
extending AIB’s lease.

To learn more or share concerns, contact Mr.
Doncaster at (617) 349-8525 or wdoncast@les-
ley.edu.  You may also call or email Phoebe
Sinclair, ANC Community Liaison, at (617) 346-
6287 x10 or psinclair@agassiz.org. 

Update on LISE Chemical & Fuel Storage
License
Representatives from the Agassiz neighborhood
have been meeting with Harvard relative to the
university’s application to store chemicals uti-
lized in research at the LISE building. Agassiz
resident Adriane Bishko, who has attended sev-
eral community meetings on this topic, provided
an update to the council.  

Ms. Bishko explained that in March, Joe Griffin
of Harvard University wrote a letter to Captain
Mahoney of the Cambridge Fire Department
describing the university’s initial use intent.  The
initial plan was to have a cylinder or two
(approximately four pounds) of the chemical
arsine onsite for use and storage.  Harvard has
also indicated that, over time, increased amounts
would be sought and they hope to use and store
up to 16 lbs.

Representatives from the Agassiz neighborhood
met with Harvard, industry consultants, as well
as health and environmental experts to discuss
the issue.  Although Harvard and the industry
experts provided information demonstrating
how an accidental release would not have an
adverse impact on the health and safety of
neighbors, residents did not feel they had the
expertise to agree to a cap of 16 lb.  Agassiz res-
idents also approached Cambridge City Councilor
Brian Murphy, whose office contacted commu-
nities across the U.S. to find out more about the
effects of arsine exposure.  

At the last meeting with Harvard, the university
reconfirmed its commitment to work closely
with the Cambridge Fire Department and keep
the Agassiz community informed. The
Cambridge License Commission will discuss the



Kurt Glauber of Robert A.M. Stern Architects,
and Craig Halvorson and Cynthia Smith of
Halvorson Design, the project’s landscape archi-
tect.

Since 2001, Harvard University has been
engaged in a dialogue with the ANC as well as
with residents of Neighborhood Nine about the
proposed project.  In addition to speaking with
neighbors at numerous ANC meetings, multi-
year discussions have taken place at the Agassiz-
Neighborhood Nine Working Group.  This bo d y
was convened by Cambridge City Manager
Robert Healy to discuss Law School planning
and it includes neighborhood representatives,
City staff members, and representatives of
Harvard University.

Details of the proposed plan include relocating
two wood frame buildings (1581-3 Mass. Ave. &
Baker House) to the Law School’s North Hall
site at the corner of Mass. Ave. and Mellon
Street, and replacing the existing Everett Street
garage and Wyeth Hall with an underground
parking garage and academic building. (Please
see image below)

Following a detailed presentation of the build-
ing’s design, Graham Wyatt addressed questions.

Q&A
Q: How will the Law School’s development

impact local traffic patterns?
A: During the comprehensive dialogue with the

Agassiz Community, it became clear that
traffic was a major concern; specifically,
there was a strong desire to steer traffic
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LISE storage request again in October.  If it is
not resolved by that time, the university will
need to reapply for the license.

For more information, contact the Cambridge
License Commission at (617) 349-6140 or
H a r v ard University Community Relations at
(617) 495-4955.

Harvard University Update
Tom Lucey, Director of Community Relations
for Harvard University, gave a brief update of
current construction activities and community
events at Harvard.
These included:
• Construction on the Laboratory for

Integrated Science and Engineering (LISE),
located on Oxford Street adjacent to the
Science Center, is nearing completion and is
expected to be finished in early 2007.

• Work on the Northwest Science Building on
Oxford Street (located on the former surface
parking lots behind Conant Hall, the
Engineering Science Lab) remains on sched-
ule and is expected to be completed in the
spring of 2008.

• Approximately 300 Cambridge residents
attended Cambridge Day at the Harvard
Football game on Saturday, September 16.

• Community Day at the Harvard Art &
History Museums was held on Sunday,
September 17.  Families enjoyed free admis-
sion, a variety of lectures, presentations, and
other special events that were scheduled
throughout the day at the various museums.

More information about publicly accessible
events can be found online at www.communi-
ty.harvard.edu/happening@harvard.

Law School Development Proposal Update
(Additional Q&A information provided by Tom Lucey)
A group from Harvard Law School led by
Agassiz resident and Harvard Law School pro-
fessor Dan Meltzer attended the meeting to pro-
vide the ANC with an update on the Law
School’s plan to replace the Everett Street
garage with an academic building at that site.
Included in the group were Graham Wyatt and
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away from neighborhood streets.  The pro-
ject’s design addresses this concern in two
manners.  First, Harvard is not creating any
net new parking spaces; the new garage will
merely replace existing spaces from the area.
Second, vehicles will enter from the existing
curb cut on Everett Street.  A portion of
Everett Street, from that exit/entrance to
Mass. Ave, will become two-way, allowing
cars and trucks exiting the site to turn left
on Everett to immediately access Mass. Ave.
By making a partial two-way Everett, vehi-
cles will no longer have to travel east on
Everett through the neighborhood to return
to Mass. Ave.  In addition, Harvard will work
with the city to properly adjust signalization
at the Everett Street – Mass. Ave. intersec-
tion to improve pedestrian and vehicle traf-
fic flow.

Q: How will trucks service the site?
A: Trucks will enter the site via Everett Street

and the loading dock will be enclosed in the
center of the new building with a roof on
top that will serve as a landscaped court-
yard, thus completely shielding this function
from the neighborhood.  Again, the partial
two-way Everett Street will allow trucks
exiting the site to proceed immediately to
Massachusetts Avenue and avoid traveling
on neighborhood streets.

Q: What will be the pedestrian experience on
Massachusetts Avenue, particularly as it
relates to safety at night?

A: The Mass. Ave. façade of the new building
will include two very generous archway

entrances, a series of windows that open into
classrooms, and generous set backs with
landscaping along the sidewalk.  In addition,
closing the curb cut at Jarvis Street will elim-
inate the current conflict between pedestri-
ans and vehicles on that stretch of sidewalk.
The new building will improve safety with
good lighting and eliminate small niches
where assailants could lurk.  Its prog r a m m i n g
will also promote activity, both day and
night, which means that students will con-
tinuously populate the building and hence
the street.

Q: What about the retail tenants at the Bence
site?

A: During discussions with the Law School,
many in the community stressed the impor-
tance of retail business at the Bence site.
The Law School is leaving that site and
existing tenants intact, and will add retail by
incorporating an enlarged Law School Coop
that opens onto the street at the corner of
Everett and Mass. Ave.

Q: Will queues from the new garage have an
adverse impact on traffic traveling east on
Everett Street?

A: The distance from the corner of
Massachusetts Avenue to the project’s curb
cut on Everett Street allows more than
enough space for the maximum number of
vehicles that would ever be in queue at peak
rush hour.  This calculation was one of many
traffic-related issues addressed in discussions
at the Agassiz Working Group.  Harvard
completed a comprehensive analysis of traf-
fic conditions based on parameters and con-
ditions set by the City’s Traffic Department.
Even on the “worst case” assumptions about
traffic growth at Harvard and in the vicinity
over the next 20 years, the proposed two-
way Everett street and enhancements of the
traffic signals will improve overall traffic
conditions at the Mass. Ave/Everett Street
intersection.   

Q: Currently many of the street trees through-
out the City are in poor condition.  What is
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your strategy to address this issue and land-
scaping on Mass. Ave?

A: Harvard Law School’s landscape architect,
Halvorson Design, has and will continue to
meet with the City’s arborist to select species
that are appropriate for the climate and con-
ditions.  In addition, they are also examining
strategies for protecting the new plantings
from the street salt in winter months that
has adversely impacted other city street trees.

Q: What is the public process and schedule for
this project?

A: This project will require permits from the
City’s Planning Board, Historic Commission,
and Board of Zoning Appeals.  All of these
regulatory bodies will conduct public hear-
ings as part of their deliberations.  If success-
ful, the project would start after commence-
ment in 2007 and be completed for the fall
of 2011.  Please know that interim parking
for users of the Everett Street garage will be
provided in the Oxford Street garage and
other sites in the area.

For additional information, please contact Tom
Lucey or Mary Power (Senior Director of
Community Relations) at (617) 495-4955 or at
thomas_lucey @harvard.edu and
mary_power@harvard.edu.  Visit the
Community Relations Web Site at www.com-
munity.harvard.edu for more information.

ANC Community
COMMUNITY ALERT:
PLEASE TRIM BOTANICAL OBSTRU C T I O N S

Now is a good time to review
your property where it meets the
sidewalk and prune overhanging
items, including tree branches,
vines, and bushes.  Early fall is an
ideal time to prune as it’s easier to spot problem
areas due to the full foliage.  Also, as you trim
back plants, please remember that pedestrians
come in all sizes.  Be particularly mindful of
foliage that droops over high fences or grows at
a level that inhibits easy passage with wheel-
chairs, strollers or small children.  Thank you for
your attention and for making walking in our
neighborhood safe and pleasant.

ANC BABY & TODDLER GROUPS
GOING STRONG

When asked what
prompted her to join the
ANC sponsored Baby &
Toddler Playgroups,
sometimes referred to as
“Gigglekids” by attending
parents, one young moth-
er said, “I was just looking
for some friends for my
daughter.”  The daughter
in question, a two-year-old fashionably outfitted
in pink pants, sneakers, and motorcycle T-shirt,
hung shyly by her mother’s side.  After a
moment, a nearby toy caught her eye and she
tottered over to investigate.  At Gigglekids, chil-
dren start off playing primarily alone but, with
the gentle guidance of their parents, learn how
to interact with their peers.

Parents and children who gather at the play-
groups hail from all over Cambridge, Somerville,
and nearby towns.  Another mother comment-
ed, “This group is great. We come twice a week.
It’s near enough to walk, and the space is won-
derful.  We’re especially thankful for it when it’s
hot outside in the summer!”
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Agassiz School 
Programs

AFTERSCHOOL PARENTS’ NIGHT
(Prepared by Michelle Quinlan)

Our annual Agassiz Afterschool Parents’ Night
is October 18th from 5:45 to 6:45 PM in the
Baldwin cafeteria.  We look forward to meeting
with parents so you can get to know us better.
We want to open a forum for questions and
concerns as well as to fill you in on our curricu-
lum plans for the year.  Agassiz will serve food
and beverages.  Please be advised that staff will
not be watching the children in a supervisory
capacity.  Thank you and we look forward to
meeting with you.

The groups can be found in the Community
Room three days a week.  The room, a space
graciously donated by Harvard University, is
located at 1651 Massachusetts Avenue.

The current schedule is as follows:
Mondays: 3:30 – 5:00 PM
Wednesdays: 2:30 – 5:30 PM
Fridays: 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM

The group is also looking for donations:
* Toys for children to ride on
* Toys for children to push (example:

shopping cart, lawnmower)
* Play pretend items (example: plastic or

plush food, doctor kit, golfing items)
* Couch in good condition

Interested parents can contact Playgroup
President Kim Schader at kimmorton
@yahoo.com, or speak with Michelle Quinlan,
ANC’s Director of
Children’s
Programs at (617)
349-6287 x11 or
mquinlan@agas-
siz.org.  To donate
items contact either
Michelle or Phoebe
Sinclair at (617)
349-6287 x10.

INTRODUCING ARTS EVENT : DANCE
DRUM STORY

Join us on the Baldwin
School stage at 2pm for
storytelling and drum-
ming with Abigail
“Ifatola” Jefferson and
Annie Geissinger.
Abigail & Annie visited
the Outback Summer Program this past summer
and really rocked the house with fantastic sto-
ries, music, and plenty of audience participation!
Don’t miss out on this electric duo.

When: Wednesday, October 25, 2:00 PM
Where: Baldwin School Stage, 28 Sacramento
Street, Cambridge, MA 02138
How Much: $2 per person, $5 per family, after-
school groups free

City Wide 
REMEMBER TO REGISTER TO VOTE

The last day to register to vote for November’s
general elections is October 18.  For more infor-
mation, call the Cambridge Election Commission
at (617) 349-4361 or email your questions to
elections@cambridgema.gov.  You can also visit
them online at www.cambridgema.gov/election-
commission/index.cfm?story_id=349.



Sacramento 
Street Gallery
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SMALL W ORKS ‘06

The Sacrament Street Gallery presents:
Small Works Show ‘06 -Cambridge Artists
Support the Maud Morgan Visual Arts Center
Building Fund.  50% of all profits benefit the
Fund.

Opening Reception: Friday - October 27
5:00 -8:00 PM
Gallery Hours: M - F, 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Saturdays Noon - 5:00 PM

CREATING CAMBRIDGE VILLA GE - 
Real and Vir tual Communities for Lifelong
Health

Lecture & discussion hosted by the Cambridge
Center for Adult Education (CCAE), Tuesday,
Oct. 3, 12 Noon at 56 Brattle St. Free
Admission. Contact: (617) 547-6789.

A number of Cambridge residents have been
exploring setting up their own versions of
Beacon Hill Village, a pioneering virtual retire-
ment community.

As we all live longer, and as the baby boom
generation approaches their 60s, many are
thinking about strengthening their community
ties so they can stay in their homes and lead
active and independent lives to a ripe old age.

Join us to discuss issues and decisions you’re
thinking about as you plan the second half of
your life.

Upcoming presentations hosted by CCAE:
Community Engagement
Wednesday, Nov. 1 at 12 Noon
General Issues
Wednesday. Nov. 15 at 5:30 PM

FREE SLOT RACING EVENT

The third race of the ‘06-‘07 New England
Championship for HO-scale slot cars will be
held on Saturday, October 28 at Catfish
International Speedway in Cambridge.

Miniature Auto Racing
Club (MARC), the
region’s premier organi-
zation devoted to the
brightly colored, two-
inch electric racers, sanctions the race held at
31A Sacramento Street, in the Agassiz
Neighborhood.  The public is cordially invited
to view the event.  For directions or additional
information contact Rob Hayes at (617) 747-
2566 or rhayes@berklee.edu. 

“Untitled”

Michael Mazur

“Animal House II”

Peter Haines



Community Calendar
October 2006

Monday, October 9

Wednesday, October 11 6:00 - 8:00 PM

Wednesday, October 18 5:45 - 6:45 PM

Wednesday, October 18 7:30 - 9:00 PM

Wednesday, October 25 2:00 PM

Friday, October 27 5:00 - 8:00 PM

Columbus Day - Cambridge Public Schools, Agassiz Pre-
and Afterschool Programs, & ANC Closed

ANC Board Meeting, 20 Sacramento St, 2nd Floor
Public Welcome

Agassiz Afterschool Parents’ Night, Baldwin School
Cafeteria, 28 Sacramento St.

ANC Monthly Meeting (see page 1 for agenda)
Baldwin School Cafeteria, 28 Sacramento St.
All are welcome

Introducing Arts Event: Dance Drum Story - Baldwin School
Stage, 28 Sacramento St

Small Works Show, Reception at Sacramento St. Gallery,
20 Sacramento St, 1st Floor

The Whistler is published monthly September - June by the Agassiz Neighborhood Council, distribution 2,000.
Call (617) 349-6287 to receive by mail or to be advised by email of its posting on the web at www.agassiz.org
each month.  Items of interest to the neighborhood may be submitted for consideration no later than the 15th
of the month prior to publication date.
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