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ANC News

NOTES FROMTHE APR. |5 MEETING

AgassizNeighborhood Crimewatch Network
Update and Neighborhood Crime Report

In light of recentincidentsin the area,Jen

L acroix, organizerof the AgassizNeighborhood

Crimewatch Network, advisedrenewedcaution.

Ms. Lacroix and CambridgePolice Sergeant
Paul Oppedisano lead a discussionabout recent
crime in Agassizand surroundingneighbor-
hoods.

Assault

Residentsexpressectoncernabout an attempt
ed sexualassaulthat occurredin Somerville
near Porter Square. Sgt. Oppedisano stated

no similar incidentshavebeenreportedin
Cambridgeand explainedthat Somervilleand
CambridgePolice departmentsseekhelp to
solvethis crime. He added,“I've beenherefor
30+ yearsand | know that we rely on tips. The
more eyeswe havethe better. Don’t hesitateto
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call911. You don’t needto leaveyour nameif
you don't feel comfortabledoing so’

Residentsareinvited to join the Agassiz
Neighborhood Crimewatch Network by
contactingMs. Lacroix at

cambridge_neighbrhood@yahoo.com.

House Break

Residentsshould alsobe awarethat peoplepre-
tending to be employeesof the Cambridge
Water Departmenthavebeengainingaccesgo
and stealingitems from residentshomes.Sgt.
Oppedisano confirmed that residentsshould
contactthe City departmentto verify employ-
ment if someonethey’re not sureof approades
their home.

Larceny from Vehicles

Vehicularthefts continue to remaina problemin
the city, with GPS units ranking highestamong
the most stolenitems. In a 45-dayperiod, fif-
teencarshavebeenbrokeninto in the Agassiz
neighborhood. Itemsare often confiscated
through smashedcar windows.

The Sergeanteported that the most popular
areasfor vehicletheftsin Agassizand Porter
Squareinclude:

» Somervilleline near FrancisAve.

NEXT ANC MONTHLY MEETING

MAY 20 - 7:30 PM
Baldwin School Cafeteria
28 Sacramento Street
(Press buzzer for entry)

AGENDA

Annual Meeting: The Council will vote to
approve the slate for the 2009 Board of
Directors. All are invited to attend, meet the
Board, and enjoy light refreshments.



Jhe Whertler Wty 2009

* Mass.Ave. going toward Porter
Square

Patternsfor time of day include:
* Mass.Ave: eveninghours
 Streetsfurther removedfrom Mass.
Ave:7-9 PM

Neighborhood Crime Report

In the Agassizmeighborhood, Sgt.Oppedisano
reportedthree aggravatedassaultspne auto
theft, and fifteen motor vehiclelarcenies.

Prevent Thefts from Your Motor \ehicle
The CambridgePolice Departmenthascom-
piled a list of suggestiongo preventthefts from
motor vehicles:
* Roll up windows and lock all doors
» Parkin well-lit areas
» Always be awareof the areayou are
parkingin
» Hide all valuablesout of view. If you
can seethem from outsidethe vehicle,
socanthieves
» Thetrunk of your caris a greatspot
to placevaluables

GPS Thefts

» Takethe unit and clip out of the car
with you

* If you mustleavethe unit in the car,
be sureto hide both it and the clip or
suctioncup that holdsit. Thievessee
the clip and know there is a unit
somewherein the vehicle

Fred Meyer, Realtor
83 Hammond Street,(617) 876-1200

Owner, University Real Estate,
overlooking Harvard Square.
2000 PresidentMA Realtors.
Licensedreal estateappraiser

SeeALL your choices,
from all real estatecompanies:
harvardyard.com
agassizcambridge.com
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» Frequentlywipe your dashto remove
tell-tale dustrings that are left by
suctioncup mounts. Replacethe
coverto the vehicle’spower outlet
when not in use

* Recordthe serialnumber and keepa
copy in the glove compartmentand
with your valuablepapersat home to
assistpolice with recoveryshould
your unit be stolen

Working Group on Council/Board Relations

Jel Bard, a long-time residentwho once served

on the agency’sBoard of Directors, gavea brief

report about the newly formed ANC/ABC

Working Group. The committee’sgoal is to

strengthenthe relationshipbetweenBoard and

Council and includesrepresentativegrom both:
» JoelBard

Willie Bloomstein

* Anna Eckert Byrne

StephenDiamond

Miriam Goldberg

Mr. Bard statedthat a goal of the working
group is to improve communication. ANC
meeting chair StephenDiamond currently
presentsupdateson Council activitiesto the
Board at everyBoard meeting. Going forward,
the Board will beginto provide a monthly sum-
mary of its activitiesto the Council.

Mr. Bard added,“T here’san opinion that the
agencyshould updateits bylaws,but first we

needto figure out what the problemsare and
addresghem?

Fire Command Center Update

A group of neighbors, including JoelBard of
Wendell St.and Richard Barranof Hammond
St.,met with representative$rom Harvard
University to discusshe Fire Command Center.
This structure,which servesasan egressrom
an undergroundparking garageand houses
safety equipment,is locatedon Hammond St.
and servesHarvard’sNorthwest ScienceBuilding.
Harvard lastattendedan AN C meetingin
December 2008 to discusschangesto the Fire
Command Center.
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Although Harvard remainscommitted to
redesigningthe Fire Command Center,the
current economy dictatesthat the project will
be pushedbadk three yearsor more. In the
meantime,Harvard agreedto plant treesto
improve the landscapingand better camoulage
the structure. The University will schedulea
public meetingon this projectin the next
couple of weeks.

ABC Board Slate for 2009
PhoebeSinclairannouncedthe slatefor the
2009 Board of Directors of AgassizBaldwin
Community. All are current Board Directors
returning for anotherterm, and eachwould
servea two-year term going forward:

» StephenDiamond

o Hull Fulweiler

» GeorgeHein

* Wendy Prellwitz

A new Parent Representativeeandidatehas
beennominatedfor a two-yearterm:
* GaoWen Shao,parentof a Baldwin
Sdool and AgassizAfterschool
student

StephenDiamond invited Council membersto
make additional suggestiongor nominationsto
the Board. Additionally, the Council welcomed
GaoWen Chao to the meetingand voiced full
supportof her nomination.

MMV AC Update

Wendy Prellwitz, ABC Board Director and
member of the Maud Morgan advisorygroup,
provided an updateon talkswith Lesley
University relatedto the Maud Morgan Visual
Arts Center(MMVAC). Sheexplainedthat
ABC hasbeenspeakingwith Lesleyfor two
yearsabouta partnershipthat would pair the
Art Institute of Boston (Al B) with MMVAC to
createan “Arts District” in Porter Square.

Although, ABC won its court caseand plansto
build someportion of the arts centerin its origi-
nal location behind 20 SacramentoSt.,the
agencycontinuesto pursuea partnershipwith
LesleyUniversity. Becauseno substantive

agreementabout the relationshipor shared
spacehasbeenmade,the Maud Morgan
advisorygroup wantsto keepdiscussionsnov-
ing forward and ultimately receivesomethingin
writing that statesan official relationship
betweenM MVAC and Al B.

Bill Doncaster,Director of Community Relations
at Lesley,told the Council that while Lesleyhas
askedtheir architectsto include M MVAC in the
plansfor the new Al B spacedetailswould not
be worked out until the University beginsto
designthe building. He stated,“Programmatic
aspectswill requireour artsfaculty to be
engaged.We'relooking to havea startermeet
ing with faculty, with more substantivework
beingdonein the fall”

Ms. Prellwitz concludedthat ABC viewsthe
potential partnershipasa win-win where both
canshareresourcesand space. In the interim,
M MVAC seekgemporary studio spacefor its
programs,which beganlastfall with drawing
studiosfor adultsand middle school children.

Ms. Prellwitz stated,"We looked into obtaining
temporary spaceat L esley’snew dorm at the
corner of Mass.Ave. and Wendell, but that
didn’t work out. Our goalnow is to meetwith
L esleyto discussour partnershipbeforethe rest
of the Zoning Overlay District meetingscom-
mence. We alsoare looking to identify tempo-
rary studio spacefor our Septemizr programs,
suchasan empty rental spaceon Mass.Ave.,or
in one of L esley’sproperties,which they have
said they may be ableto help uswith.”

Call me with your real estate questions.
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Community Discussionof Open Spaceat
Porter Square

StephenDiamond told the Council that, if and
when the parking lot behind L esley’sUniversity
Hall (previouslyknown asPorter Exchange)is
developed L esleyhasagreedthat 20% of the
spacewill becomepublic open space. In addi
tional, 5,000feet of the spacein front of the pro-
posednew Al B will be contiguousopen space
onceit hasbeenbuilt at the corner of Mass.
Ave.and RoselandSt.

As theseplansarefor the future, many residents
would like to seeimprovementsnow. Some
suggestionsnclude:
» Developmore publicly accessible
open spacethat can be usedtoday
* Landscapemprovementsalong
RoselandSt.
» Further developthe walkthrough
behind University Hall to the Porter
SquareM BTA station
» Complete a multi-modal traffic study
for the square
* Providefundsto plant treesalong
Mass.Ave.

Lesley Working Group Report
StephenDiamond, memberof the city-appoint-
ed L esley/Community Working Group, report-
ed that L esleypresenteda revisedversionof
their Zoning Overlay District plan to the work-
ing group aswell asat a number of city meet
ings. His summaryof thesemeetingsfollows:

The Historical Commission recommendedthat

Peter G Meyersohn, CFP

Financial Advisor

* Personal Financial Planning

* Mutual Funds

* Life and Disability Insurance*
* Long Term Care Insurance*

400 W. Cummings Park #3650
Woburn, MA 01801- 6591
(781) 933-2067 ex.108

* Insurance products are offered through insurance
companies with which Waddell & Reed has a sales
arrangement.

Investing, With a Plan ®
Member SPIC

Registered Office

48 Sacramento Street
Cambridge, MA 02138

(617) 661-3080
Peter33087@wradvisors.com

-

the North ProspectChurch be madea historical
landmark. Mr. Diamond clarified that designat
ing a building asa historical landmark doesnot
“freeze”it, but requiresthat any alterationsto it
be approvedby the Historical Commission.
The Historical Commissionwill meeton this
issueagain.

The Planning Board, which makesnon-binding
but influentialrecommendationgo the
CambridgeCity Council, strongly supported

L esley’sproposal.

The Cambridge Ordinance Committee, which
overseezoning in the city, did not take a stand
on Lesley’sproposal,but heardtestimony from
peoplewith differing points of view. The
Or-dinance Committee will meetagainto dis-
cussL esley’sproposaland hasrequestedhat
other city departmentsprovide additional infor-
mation at the next meeting.

ABC Community

ANNUAL MEETING

On WednesdayMay 20, the Council will vote
to approvethe slate(seebelow) for the 2009
Board of Directors. Below are current Board
Directors returning for anotherterm, each
would servea two-year term going forward:

Officersfor atwo-year term:
e Hull Fulweiler,Howland St.,Clerk
» GeorgeHein, Howland St.
» StephenDiamond, Frost St.
* Wendy Prellwitz, Wendell St.

A new ParentRepresentativeandidatehas
beennominatedfor a two-year term:
* GaoWen Shao,Fayette Street,parent
of a Baldwin School and Agassiz
Afterschool student

All areencouragedo attend and meetthe
Board. Light refreshmentswill be served.

What: Annual Meeting
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When:
Where:

WednesdayMay 20, 7:30 PM
Baldwin School Cafeteria,
28 SacramentoStreet

SEEKING VOLUNTEER P H OTOGRAPHERS

Currently in the processof
redesigningour website, ABC
seeksa skilled professionalor
hobbyist digital photographerwill -
ing to help ussetafriendly tone
on our new site with colorful and relevantpho-
tos. Sightswe needcapturedinclude:
» 20 SacramentadSt. Community Center
and backyard
» SacramentaSt. Gallery
* North Hall Community Room
* ABC SchoolProgramRooms at 20
Sacramentaand Baldwin School

Your photos may be featuredon our website!
To volunteeror learn more contact Phoele
Sinclairat psinclair@agassiz.orgr (617) 349-
6287 x10.

SPRING BLOSSOMS IN THE
NEIGHBORHOOD

Pleaseenjoy thesephotos snappedby Agassiz

residentand AN C Meeting Chair Stephen

Diamond.
P

—S-

Agassiz Baldwin
Children’s Programs

INTRODUCING ARTS AND CLUB
PASSIM CULTURE FOR KIDS PRESENT
“DERALDO FERREIRA & THE AFRO
BRAZILIAN ENSEMBLE”

Pleasebe our guestfor this year'sseventh
Introducing Art PerformancefeaturingDeraldo
Ferreiraand the Afro BrazilianEnsemble.

This lively show highlights three principal ele-
mentsof Brazilian culture: music, marital arts,
and dance. The performanceweavesall these
elementstogetherwith a senseof humor and

play.

The rhythms playedthroughout the show are
steepedin the traditions of the pastand brought
into the presentthrough soulful interpretation.
The performers,drawing upon lifetime expert
enceand practice,vibrantly demonstrateforms
of danceand their origins.

For more information pleasecontact us at
(617) 349-6287 x11 or email
jedelman@agassiz.org.

When:
Where:

May 13,2:00PM

Baldwin School Stage,

28 SacramentdStreet,
Cambridge

Afterschool groupsfree

$2 per person,$5 per family
Schoolgroupspleasecall ahead

Ticket Price:
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City Wide

CPL SUMMER READING PROGRAMS

Summerreadingstartswhen school ends.

| Scream for Books!
Stop by your neigh-
borhood library,
pick up areadinglog, and enter the weekly raf
fle for prizes! All kids, kindergartnersthrough
fourth gradersarewelcome. Therearealso
specialsummereventsincluding puppet shows
and the chanceto meetsomeAlaskansleddogs,
Lemonthe Duck, and cool reptiles.

CAMBRIDGE PUBLIC LIBRARY

STUFFis the summerreadingprogram designed
for preteensand teens. Earn a raffle ticket for
every 3 hours of reading! Raffleprizesare $25
gift certificates.

Parents: Did you know that all branchesof
the CambridgePublic Library havefreeand
discountedpassedo many museumsand zoos?

Information: (617) 349-4409
Museum/zoo passes: (617) 349-4011

FAMILIES FIRST PARENTING
PROGRAMS

The O’'Neill Branc Library, locatedat 70
Rindge Avenuein Cambridge,presentsfree
FamiliesFirst Parenting Programsfor all parents
and child careproviders. Pizzawill be served.
Childcarewill be provided, but is limited.
Registrationrequired.

To registeror for more information, pleasecall:
(617) 349-4409 or TTY (617) 349-4421.

Positive Approaches to Discipline

Date: Monday May 4th

Time: 6:15-7:45PM

When children teasehit, or whine, disciplineis
an ongoing parentingissue! This sessiorwill
giveyou alternativesto yelling and punishing,
and you will leavethis workshop with specific

strategiedo useat home.

Helping Children Manage Their Anger

Date: Thursday,May 20th

Time: 6:15-7:45PM

Anger is normal and unavoidable. It canalsobe
difficult for parentsto handlewhen children act
out and misbehave. This sessiorhelpsparents
understandwhat triggersangry responsesn
children. We will shareproductive waysto help
children expresgheir angeror frustration and
learn about appropriateresponsegor parents.

Helping Siblings Live Harmoniously

Date: Monday, Junelst

Time: 6:15-7:45PM

Parentswant their children to havewarm feet
ingsfor eachother, but it doesn’talwayshappen
that way. Siblingsoften fight or compete! This
workshop helpsparentslearnwhen to become
involved and how to encourageproblem solving
betweensiblings.

Brought to you by the CambridgeEarly
Childhood ResourceCenter.

Save the Date

Tuesday, May 19, 2009

MATCH-UP Interfaith Volunteers Presents

Ending Social Isolation
Among Elders:
Promoting Connection through a
Community Response

A symposium featuring:

» A keynote presentation on the Impact of so-
cial isolation on elders’ health and well-being
by Dr. Lisa Berkman, Director of the Ceontor
for Population and Development Studies at
Harvard Unlversity

» A responsc and discusslon ameng represcn-
tatives from the legal, human services, reli-
glous, and government scctors

Symposium: 1 pm - 5 pm
Celebration: 5:30 PM - 8:30 PM
Mortheastern University
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FRESH MOVIE SCREENING IN
CAMBRIDGE

FRESH celebrateghe

farmers,thinkers,and

businesgeopleacross

Americawho arere-

inventing our food sys

tem. Among several

main charactersFRESH

featuresurbanfarmer

and activist, Will Allen, the recipientof
MacArthur's 2008 GeniusAward; sustainable
farmer and entrepreneur bel Salatin,made
famousby Michael Pollan's book, The Omnivore's
Dilemma and supermarket owner, David Ball,
challengingour Wal-Mart dominated economy.

What: FRESH Screening

Date: May 28th

Time: 7:00PM

Location: Harvard Northwest Building,

52 Oxford Street,Room B-103,
Cambridge,MA 02138

A paneldiscussionmoderatedby Theres
McCulla, the managerat Harvard's Food
Literacy Projectwill follow the screeningwith
guests:
» Del Salatin,Founder, PolyfaceFarms
» Will Allen, Founder,Growing Power
» Henrietta Davis,CambridgeCity
Council
* Michael Leviton, Chef, Lumiere
Restaurant
* Ana JoanesDirector and Producerof
FRESH

Watch the trailer at www.FRESHthemovie.com
Find screeningdatesand ticket info:
www.freshthemovie.com/screenings

S Sacramento

[~ Street Gallery

KID-CURATED!

Preparedby JacyEdelman,ProgramDirector

AgassizBaldwin Community Afterschoolis
gearingup for our next project-basedearning
event,our student-curatedrantasyCombination
CreaturesArt Show. This eight-weekproject
taught our Kindergarten- 5th gradestudents
how to chooseand createartwork around a
theme, write and distribute a call for art, and
hangartwork aswell aswrite artist statements.

Curriculum wasenhancedthrough hands-on
visiting artist workshops,which haveincluded
local curators,galleryinstallation professionals
and artists. We arevisiting the Harvard
GraduateSchool of Designand the Boston
Museum of Fine Art for workshopson
installationand activitiesrelatedto the theme.

We alsoinvited Robyn Zellar, Baldwin School
Art Teader, to haveher studentssubmit art-
work. In addition, we haveput out a call for
artwork to twenty areaCambridgeafterschool
programsto submitwork underthe theme
"FantasyCombination Creatures."

What: KID-CURATED!

When: May 11th - May 29th
Where: SacramentdStreetGallery
Reception: Thursday,May 14th,

3:30-6:00PM

We hope you'll join us!




Community Calendar
May 2009

Wednesday,May 13 6:00- 7:30 PM ABC Board Meeting, 20 SacramentaSt, 2nd Floor
Publicwelcome

Wednesday,May 13 2:00PM Introducing Arts Performance& Club Passim’s
Culture for Kids present‘Deraldo Ferreira& The Afro
Brazilian Ensemble”
Baldwin Sdool Stage 28 SacramentaSt.

Thursday, May 14 3:30 - 6:00PM Receptionfor “Kid- Curated” at SacramentoSt. Gallery
20 SacramentoSt.

Wednesday,May 20 7:30 - 9:00PM Annual Meeting
Baldwin Sdool Cafeteria,28 SacramentadSt.

All arewelcome

Monday, May 25 Memorial Day Holiday
ABC School Programsand Office closed

The Whistler is publishedmonthly Septemter - Juneby the AgassizBaldwin Community, distribution 2,000. Call (617)
349-6287 to receiveby mail or email. The newsletteris alsopostedeachmonth online at www.agassiz.orgltems of

interestto the neighborhood may be submittedfor considerationno later than the 15th of the month prior to publica
tion date.
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AgassizNeighborhood Council
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Cambridge,MA 02138
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