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AN C News

NOTES FROM THE NOV. 14 MEETING

Neighborhood Crime Stats

SergeantPaul Oppedisano of the Cambridge
Police Department(CPD) joined the council to
introduce SergeantStephenSennottand pro-
vide the current neighborhood crime report.
Also in attendanceweretwo Harvard Univer-
sity police officers.

The six-month report is asfollows:

» 2 aggravatedhassaults

* 0Odrug-relatedincidents

» 3 streetrobberies. Two occurredwithin
minutesof eachother on Oxford and
Wendell Sts,the third occurredon
SacramentaSt.

* 14 housebreaksvith multiple incidentson

Forest St, Frost St, Newport Rd, and Oxford

St. The officersreported this number as
low comparedto the number of house
breakselsewherein Cambridge. Also, Sgt.

Lecermber OF

Oppedisano explainedthat the majority of
the breaksoccurredduring the day when
no one washome.

* 58 larceniesfrom motor vehicles. In most,
GPS navigationsystemswere stolen. These
systemshavebeenthe “hottest theft” city-
wide.

* 9 maliciousdestructionof property inci-
dents. Four were car windows broken to
obtain items within.

The officersreported one significantarreston
Mass.Ave.that solvedten larcenies. The stolen
itemswererecovered.

Harvard University officersexplainedthat Har-
vard’'sstatisticsarereflectedin CPD’s re-ports,
“If our officerscome upon somethingon a city
street,we act and then contact CPD”

Much of what Harvard reportsto Cambridge
arethefts of unattendedproperty. To date,49
laptops,iPods,and similar personalitems have
beenstolenon campussinceNovember2006.
Harvard Police alsoreport a minimal number of
car breakswhich usuallyoccur in the evening.
The officersnoted, “Our peopleare awareof
the trendsreportedby CPD”

Sgt.Oppedisano told the council,“CPD hasa
good working relationshipwith the Harvard
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police. | considerHarvard and MIT excellent
departmentsto work with.” He addedthat
crimeson LesleyUniversity’scampusarere-
flectedin CPD’s neighborhood crime reports.

Agassizresidentsaskedseveralquestions.

Q: How many of the car breaksresultedin
stolenvehicles?

A: Most arelarcenies. Residentdeavetheir
GPS units in sight believingthat car alarms
will preventattemptedtheft. However,the
alarmsdon’t go off if someoneenters
through a window, which is how people
often breakinto cars. Uncoveredlaptops
are alsofrequentlystolen.

Q: Isthere any way to get cycliststo obey traffic
laws?

A: We approachpeopleon bikesif we’re out of
the police vehicle. Thisis anissueto bring
to your city counselor

Q: The new traffic calming tableson Oxford at
Wendelland Hammond don’t seemto con-
vince carsto slow down. Driversdon’t stop,
not evenfor children.

A: The traffic departmentis awareof this and is
working on it.

Streetsand Sidewalks

Owen O'Riordan, City Engineerfor the city of
Cambridge joined the council to provide up-
dateson the Departmentof Public Works’
(DPW) sewerand stormwater separationand
drainageproject, aswell ason the condition of
streetsand sidewalksin the neighborhood.

At an AN C meetingbadk in November 2005,
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Mr. O’'Riordan presentedthe sewerand storm-
water drainageproject to the council, detailing
the city’s plan to divert sewerdrainageand

streetrunoff into separatebelow ground pipes.

As detailedat the 2005 presentation sewersep
aration hasbeenongoingin the drainagesystem
that serveghe Agassizcommunity. The city
completedsewerseparationand surfacerestora
tion projectson numerousstreetsin the neigh-
borhood, including Wendell,SacramentoCar-
ver, CrescentMuseum,Hammond, Howland,
and Gorham Streetsaswell asFrancisAvenue,
Irving, Scott,and Holden StreetsMr. O’Riordan
explained, T he department’scapital plan for the
Agassizareais to reconstructits drainageand
sewersysteminfrastructureon everystreetto
the extentnecesary’

Citywide, the city usesa computer model to
predict streetconditions and assignhigher
importanceto streetsystemsn needof recon
struction. High-priority areasinclude high-traf-
fic pedestrianareassuchasschools,major busk
nessareasElderly Housing areasmunicipal
buildings,etc. Agassizis in a somewhatunique
situation asthe underlying infrastructuremust
be addressedeforethe streetscan be recon
structed. This makesprojectsin the Agassiz
areamuch more expensive.

“We'verecognizedthat Prentiss Frost, Forest,
Roselandand Newport Road arein poor condi-
tion,” Mr. O’'Riordan said of the neighborhood.
To this end, DPW will attemptto pull money
from their budgetto designand fully restore
thesestreetsone streetat a time, beginningwith
Prentissaspart of their capital project. The
restorationwill include sewerand stormwater
separationaswell assurfacerepairs.

Mr. O’'Riordan told the council that, although
the departmentreceivessomeof its funding
from the statefor streetrestoration,“Sewerand
drainageassistancérom the federaland state
governmentis not what it was. Cambridgeis
better off becausehe city recognizedthat we
neededto do sewerand stormwaterseparation
and infrastructurerenewala long time agoto
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properly maintain the systeni. He expectsthat,
over the next three to four years,DPW should
be ableto repair the worst streetsin the neigh-
borhood.

Mr. O’Riordan noted his plansto return to the
councilin March with more information about
the streetsthey can beginwork on, accordingto
their budget,“In March we’ll havea better sense
of our revenuesAnd this will betterinform us
asto if and when we can beginreconstructing
the infrastructureon thesestreets.

Snov Removal

Concernedabout winter parking shortagesdue
to piled-up snow and cornersmadeimpassble
by deeppuddlesof melting snow andice, rest
dentsinvited DPW’s Bill Dwyer to the
Novembercouncil meeting.

Mr. Dwyer told the council, “Due to costand
spaceconstraints we don’t remove snow from
the city. Instead,we work to move snow off the
sidewalksand clear streetsfor driving” The
city’s priorities areto clearsdool busstops,fire
hydrants,and catch basinsthat, if they become
cloggedwith ice,can createlarge puddlesat
streetcorners. Mr. Dwyer statedthat snow
removalis, of course time-sensitiveand the
DPW works to addressall areasof the city.

“Dependingon the storm, you getthe freeze/
melt syndrome,”He explained. “Sometimes
snhow getscaughton the low points of the
street. Through useof smallerplows, DPW
hasbeenableto increaseits range,working to
clearsomeof the more heavily traversedside
walks and busstops. However, snow requires
continuousmaintenance:You can’tgo out just
once.We dealwith it constantlyto removeas
much aswe can. A lot of the snow, beforeit
melts,needsto find its way to an open area.
Someof the slushin pedestrianareascan be
attributed to peopleclearingtheir parking spots.

Owen O’Riordan added,“T here are 6000 pedes
trian crossingdn the city and 200 peopleem-
ployed at DPW, many lesswho do the manual
work of snow plowing. We needCambridge

_3-

residentsto participatein shovelingand snow
removalwhen they can’

Meeting chair StephenDiamond concludedthe
discussion;A cooperativepartnershipbetween
city and residentsto effectivelyremove snow
from pedestrianareasis somethingto think
about and work towards. Thank you for com-

H ”

ing:

Lesley Working Group Update
StephenDiamond provided an updateon the
city-appointed L esleyCommunity Working
Group. At the group’srequest| esleyUniver-
sity brought to the meetinginformation on the
squarefootageof spaceneededto meet pro-
grammaticneedsfor the Art Institute of Boston
(AIB.) This programis now availableonline at
www .lesleyedu/public_affairs/portersquare/aibr
elocation.html.

The LesleyCommunity Working Group also
askedL esleyto producea masterplan that
would encompassall of the university’sproper-
tiesand developmentneedsbefore plansare
madefor the North ProspectChurch site.L es-
ley hashired a planning consultantfor this pur-
pose.

At the Working Group, Lesleyannouncedplans
to build a dorm on the National Car Rental site
at the corner of Mass.Ave.and Wendell Street.
They'vehired an architect,interviewedcon-
struction firms, and are looking to build in
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September2008. They will include first floor
retail and attempt to keepthe ATM bankingin
that location.

Lesleyalsoannouncedthat AgassizPrestool,
the parentco-op preschoolthat hasoperated
out of the basemenf the church for over thir-
ty years,hasanotheryearto relocate. They are
now expectedto move in June2009.

The Maud Morgan Visual Arts Center (M M-
VAC) is being studiedasone program element
at the Porter Squarelocation. The ABC Board
hastakenthe position that they preferM MVAC
to be built in the University Hall building, for-
merly known asPorter Exchange.

ABC ExecutiveDirector Terry Delanceystated,
“As the council and community seemedcom-
fortablewith going aheadwith the discussion,
Miriam Goldberg, Wendy Prellwitz, and | will

be meetingwith L esleyPresidentJosephMoore
after Thanksgiving. However, | want to be clear
that we continueto keepall our options open,
including building MMVAC at 20 Sacramento
St.aswe originally planned:

ABC/ANC Name Change Discussion

A motion wasmadeby the council to form a
committee to discusshe agency’shamechange
and work on the council’sbylaws. This com-
mittee will presentits findingsand suggestions
to the council at a future meeting. Residents
who areinterestedand who can devotetime to
this issueareinvited to contact PhoebeSinclair,
Community Liaison at psinclair@agassiz.orgr
(617) 349-6287 x10.

TSuPER
156 Hampshire Street

Cambridge, MA 02139

617-491-1991
Fax 617-576-2945

MICHAEL TURNER

www.superhomerepair.com

AB C Community

SIGN UP NOW FOR ABC'S SNOW
REMOVAL SERVICE

Don't get caughtout in the
cold! Signup now for ABC’s
snow removal serviceavait
ableto residentsof Agassiz
and adjacentneighborhoods
agefifty and older. The serviceis performedby
D&M Masonry & Restorationof Brighton, MA
and includesany combination of driveway,
walkways,sidewaysstairs,and salt/sanding.
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D&M Masonry & Restorationis an established,
reputablebusinesghat is fully insuredwith gen
eralliability and worker'scompenation. To
enroll or get additional information, pleasecon-
tact Phoele Sinclairof ABC at (617) 349-6287
x10 or email her at psinclair@agassiz.org.

Pleasepassthis information on to anyoneyou
know who might be interestedin our snow
shovelservice! Thank you.

AGASSIZ RESIDENT FEATURED IN
EDUCATIONAL VIDEO

“No Guilty-Conscious Living”
AgassizresidentLinda Wolf wasrecently filmed
for a video project for the Strong Women pro-
gram createdby Miriam Nelson,Director of the
Centerfor PhysicalActivity and Nutrition, and
AssociateProfessorof Nutrition at the Friedman
School of Nutrition T L
Scienceand Policy at
Tufts University.

Ms. Wolf, who partici-
patesin the “Strong
Women” classat
Healthworks gym in Porter Squareyolunteered
to help with the video.

Her participation included being interviewed by
Dr. Nelson,and taking interviewer and camera
crew through her daily routine that includes
mindful eating,carrying laundry up and down
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three flights of stairs,and going for a stroll out-
doors. Shestated,"We

a healthy lifestylein
your day-to-daylife’”

PHOTOS FROM THE ANNU AL THANKS -
GIVING POT LUCK DINNER

ABC warmly thanksall who contributed to and
attendedthe 36th Annual Pot Luck Feast,par-
ticularly thosewho cookedand carved! We
hostedanotherwell-attendedeventand hope to
seeyou againnext yearfor turkey, veggiedishes,
pie, good company and conversationand all the
rest!

Pleaseenjoy thesephotos from the event.

-5-
Agassiz Afterschool

&%  Programs
AFTERSCHOOL THEATRICAL
PRODUCTION - LA BRUJA

Preparedby Afterschool Director Andrea Bellomo

AgassizAfterschool studentsput togethera
musicalproduction! The show debutedon
November 13th and wastitled “La Bruja’ The
story wasabout a mariachiboy searting for his
lost bride amongsta host of dancingghost peo-
ple. The ghostpeople
were haunted,yet friend- §
ly, sad, and happy!

The afterschoolstudents
worked extremelyhard
on setdesign,writing

the story, learningthe
songs,and choreographingthe stepsto the
ghostly dances! Usingall recycledmaterials,the
4th and 5th gradestudentsbuilt a largehouse
out of cardboard with spooky portraits and a
largeblack caldron. The studentsdivided tasks
and sharedresponsibilitiesasthey worked
through the creativeprocessof this production.

La Bruja Set

The play not only helped studentsdevelopskills
in putting togethera musical,it alsogavethem
the opportunity to work togetherasateam.
The teadhersand parentsof the AgassizAfter-
school studentsare proud of their dedicationto
this project and hope to seemany more per-
formances!
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AFTERSCHOOL STAFF - GOODBYES
AND HELLOS

We’ll MissYou Alex Lewis!
Preparedby Afterschool Director Andrea Bellomo

As the month of October cameto an end,we
sadly said goodbyeto one fantasticdirector and
educator,Alex Lewis. Alex worked asthe Dir-
ector for the AgassizAfterschool sinceAugust
of 2006. Shehasbeenan extraordinarymember
of the AgassizAfterschool staff.

All will missher asshetravels
bad to her home country,
England.

Alex hasaccomplisheda great -
dealoverthe lastyear She J‘ /
strengthenedrelationswith the

Baldwin Schooland helpedto createwhat is
known today asthe AgassizBaldwin Com-
munity. Someof the things studentswill miss
aboutAlex are,"her nice Englishaccent,”her
nice ways,”and her “funny times at Outback’

We wish her nothing but the very bestthat life
hasto offer!

Introducing New Staff

Rowan Elowe

Hello! My nameis Rowan Elowe and | am the
new leadteacherfor the 1-3rd
gradestudentsin the Agassiz
Afterschool Program. | recently ~%
graduatedfrom Wheaton College >
and movedto the city from coasta
Maine. | am having a blastgetting
to know the studentsand the city asa whole. In

my freetime | enjoy reading,music (particularly
guitar),and art. Sayhello if you seeme around!

Caleb Sweet
My nameis CalebSveetand I've joined my
comradeshere at Agassiz L ¥ .

Afterschool Headquarters.|
hail from Maine and became .
tired of mooseand lobstersol |
venturedsouth. | attend >
BerkleeCollegeof Music and my majoris.. . .
music!I've beenworking with school-agechil-
dren for two yearsand find it grand. | look for-
ward to a greatyearwith the Agassiz
Afterschool studentsand staff!

KIDS ONLY HOLID AY SALE 2007

Children canbring alist and enlistthe help of
AgassizAfterschooland ABC staffto purchase
gifts for family and friends. But remember, this
saleis for KIDS ONLY!

When Where
December 4 - 14 20 Sacramento Street in
3-6PM the Gallery

Kids can purchase inexpensive gifts for family and friends
in a safe, fun environment. Most gifts are under $5.

City Wide
NEW BUS SERVICE LEAVES FROM
CAMBRIDGE

Cambridgeresidentsmight be interestedto
learnthat a new busservice*VamooseBus”is
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now offering round trip servicebetweenCam-
bridge,MA and New York City. The service
includes:

. Free complimentary Wirelessinternet
(WiFi),

. Brand new comfortablebuses,

. Luggageassistance,

. Carefully selectedconvenient
pickup/drop-off locations,

. Ability to book and pay for tickets
online

For more information pleasecall (877) 393-2828
or visit Vamoosebusonline at
www.vamoosebus.com/info_nybostonline.php.

STUDIO SALE

Andrew Magdanzand SusieShapiro,artists
whose colorful glasspiecesare featuredannually
in the SmallWorks Show, are hosting a holiday
glasssalethat is sureto please.Don’t missit!

What: Holiday glasssale

When: Sat/SunDecembker8& 9,11 AM to 4
PM

Where: Avon PlaceGlass,147 ShermanStreet,
Cambridge

Info: Cash& checksonly. For inquiries,call

(617) 492-8784.

Sacramento
Street Gallery

OXFORD STREET QUILTERS HOST
QUILT RAFFLE

SacramentoStreetGallery will host a reception
and quilt raffle on Sunday, December 9th from
2:00-5:00PM. Proceeddrom the quilt, created
over the pasttwo yearsby sevenneighborhood
quilters,will benefitRural ProjectM’s of Hale
County, Alabama,“BuyameterProject’

The Oxford StreetQuilters, Jill Burrows, Meg
D’Ambra, Abi Fafchamps Andrea Kadomiya,
Ann Sitkin, Ada Park Snider,and Seddon
Wylde, first cametogetherafter two members of
the group becamecaptivatedby the vibrant
quilts createdby the internationally acclaimed
women in the Gee’sBend Collective. Eachcre-
ated and piecedtogethertheir own original
designsto be incorporatedinto the largerquilt.

Pleasqoin usfor this event! For more informa-
tion on the quilt or the event,call (617) 491-
6888 or visit www.hurstgallerycom or
www.buyameterorg.




Community Calendar
December 2007

Tuesday,December 4

Wednesday, December 5

Wednesday, December 12 6:00 - 7:30 PM

Wednesday, December 19  7:30 - 9:00 PM

Saturday, December 22

Monday, December 24

Monday, December 31

Kids Only Sale2007 beginsand runsthrough Friday,
Decemberl4

Hanukkah beginsat sundown

ABC Board Meeting, 20 SacramentaSt, 2nd Floor
Publicwelcome

ANC Monthly Meeting (seepagel for agenda)
Baldwin Sdool Cafeteria,28 SacramentadSt.
All arewelcome

First day of Winter

ABC office and programsclosedthrough TuesdayDec. 25,
ChristmasDay

New YearsEve, ABC school programsclosed

The Whistler is publishedmonthly Septemter - Juneby the AgassizBaldwin Community, distribution 2,000. Call (617)
349-6287 to receiveby mail or email. The newsletteris alsopostedeachmonth online at www.agassiz.orgltems of

interestto the neighborhood may be submittedfor considerationno later than the 15th of the month prior to publica
tion date.
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